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THE MILITARY AEROPLANE
Why Specialization is necessary
IEOPLE in many parts of Great Britain have
come to know some of the things which aero-
planes do in war. They are aware, from their own
experience, that some drop bombs. They have
occasionally seen combats far above their heads, and
they know that most bombers have guns for their
own defence against fighters which also carry guns.
They learn that a good many aeroplanes are engaged
on reconnaissance. Sometimes they read that re-
connaissance aeroplanes have engaged in bombing
or that they have brought down enemy machines.
They have even learned that German fighters have
often dropped bombs. They have news of float sea-
planes which lay marine mines or release torpedoes,
of flying-boats which to-day may be bombing a sub-
marine and to-morrow may be bringing help to
the shipwrecked crew of an unfortunate merchant-
man.
By this showing the military aeroplane may be
counted a jack of all trades undeserving the specialist
attention which was devoted to the creation of this
class and that. If the bombed population of London
and other British ports and industrial towns should
conclude that too much fuss has been made of the
bomber and the fighter as such, no one, examining
the evidence of this war, could rightly complain.
Germany has tried all the types of machines she
possesses in all the forms of combination and im-
provisation she could think of.  That is merely to
acknowledge that, with her existing material, she
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